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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON 
CULTURE AND EDUCATION (CULT) 

 
Lost in Translation: Regional and minority languages throughout the European Union are 

experiencing a gradual decline in daily use, primarily driven by urbanisation, limited 
educational opportunities, and the predominance of majority languages in digital and 

public spheres. Considering that linguistic diversity constitutes a crucial element of 
Europe's cultural heritage, what measures can the European Union implement to preserve 

and revitalise these languages? 
 

Submitted by:  Sarp AKTAŞ (TR), Elis GÖKGÖZ (TR), Derin KARALI (TR), Orhan Türker KURT (TR), Defne 
ÖNENÇ (TR), Ege ÖZÇELİK (TR), Efe ÖZELLİ (TR), Şeyma ÖZEN (TR), Ece Duru TUTAŞ (TR), 

Lena UMAR(TR), 
Özgü ERHAN (Chairperson, TR) 

 
The European Youth Parliament aims to protect minority and regional languages and 
preserve the identities of their respective cultures. It recognises that languages are a 
key part of cultural heritage and seeks to protect these languages among native 
speakers, but also to promote their use and awareness beyond their regions, 

 
because 

● The current EU legislation does not sufficiently ensure equitable protection of the cultural 
expression of all communities,  

● International migration of cultural minorities to areas with dominant languages can reduce 
the public use of minority languages, as migrants often have limited opportunities to use 
their native language in everyday life, 

● Minority languages are often not represented in education systems, leading to their loss 
among newer generations, as well as confining them to unofficial speech, 

● Minority languages are predominantly spoken by older generations, placing them at risk of 
a gradual decline in usage and eventual extinction, 

● The global dominance of widely spoken national and international languages discourages 
people from using minority languages, 

● Ethnic groups speaking minority languages often encounter discrimination in public 
spaces, 

● Language learning platforms only allow learning minority languages via majority ones, 
restricting their accessibility; 
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https://dergipark.org.tr/en/download/article-file/2170049
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/357238220_Native_Language_and_Identity_Maintenance_in_Immigrants
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/357238220_Native_Language_and_Identity_Maintenance_in_Immigrants
https://rm.coe.int/language-education-in-regional-or-minority-languages/16807195a1
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/00120-EN.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0165489616300026
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/FMI/2025/2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/585915/IPOL_STU(2017)585915_EN.pdf


 

 
 
by 

1) Calling upon the Directorate-General for Communication (DG COMM) to propose legislation 
requiring large platforms to: 

a) increase transparency in algorithmic recommendation systems,  
b) promote minority language and cultural content, 
c) establish concrete support mechanisms, 
d) promote local creators through funding promotional initiatives; 

2) Encouraging  Member States to promote minority languages through media, public life, 
and cultural activities in ways such as:  

a) public awareness campaigns, 
b) the release of news in minority languages, 
c) the organisation of monthly communal meetings with native speakers; 

3) Asking Member States to introduce minority languages in the education system as second 
or third languages, elaborating specific guidelines around their teaching; 

4) Suggesting that Member States support educators and lecturers through: 
a) increased funding for education, 
b) continuous professional development programmes, 
c) fair and stable employment frameworks, 
d) access to digital teaching tools; 

5) Recommending the European Language Equality Network (ELEN) promote residential 
learning of minority languages and their respective cultures by organising educational 
pop-ups around cities; 

6) Urging Member States to incentivise private initiatives promoting minority languages, such 
as, but not limited to: 

a) information campaigns, 
b) television shows, 
c) training programmes, 
d) access to national broadcasting platforms; 

7) Asking the Directorate-General for Justice and Consumers (DG JUST) to advise Member 
States to strengthen hate crime legislation by: 

a) introducing minimum standards for criminal penalties, 
b) higher financial penalties for crimes motivated by discrimination based on 

language, ethnicity, religion, or cultural identity; 
8) Calling upon the Directorate-General for Education and Culture (DG EAC) to fund initiatives 

creating language-learning platforms based on minority languages rather than relying on 
majority languages. 
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https://commission-europa-eu.translate.goog/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/communication_en?_x_tr_sl=en&_x_tr_tl=tr&_x_tr_hl=tr&_x_tr_pto=tc
https://elen.ngo/
https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/justice-and-consumers_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/organisation/dg-eac-dg-education-culture_en


 

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON 
EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS (EMPL) 

 
Ghost Towns: Rural to urban migration, especially youth-led, is a common issue all 

around the EU, with small towns losing both intellectual renewal and man power and 
cities accounting for 38.9% of the total European population. How can the EU ensure a 

better and compelling working and studying opportunities for newer generations 
regardless of their geographic predisposition? 

 
Submitted by:  Defne ALBAYRAK (TR),  Melike AYDOĞDU(TR),  Şevval BAHADIR (TR),  Asya ÇELİK 

(TR),  Kayra DEMİRTAŞ (TR),  Belinay ERARSLAN (TR),  Ada GÜLER (TR),  Duru HANTAL (TR),  
Sırmanaz KANAR (TR),  Ada ÖZCAN (TR),  Belinay ÖZDER (TR), 

Meryem Nazlı BORA (Chairperson, TR) 
 
The European Youth Parliament aims to reduce youth-led rural to urban migration by 
promoting equal access to quality employment, education, and social services across 
all regions of the EU. It supports strengthening rural labour markets through 
investment in digital infrastructure, innovation, and fair working conditions, while 
ensuring that rural youth are not obliged to leave their communities due to a lack of 
academic and employment opportunities. Furthermore, it advocates for inclusive 
policies that empower rural youth, support local economies, and make rural areas 
attractive places to live, work, and study, 

 
because 

● Workload inequality in rural areas is a significant issue in the EU as, in such areas, women 
continue to bear the majority of care responsibilities since insufficient formal care services 
limit their participation in the labour market, 

● A lack of career support opportunities in rural areas causes youth urban migration1, 
● Innovative, educational, and entrepreneurial opportunities, such as start-ups, universities, 

and technology events, are not broadly available in rural areas, limiting young peopleʼs 
STEM opportunities, 

● Insufficient transportation services decrease quality of life in rural areas, further 
exacerbating urban migration, 

● Rural areas often face poor healthcare services, 
● Weak digital infrastructure negatively affects rural areasʼ attractiveness, further 

accelerating urban migration, 
● Agricultural automation and industrialisation reduce demand for human labour, 

significantly impacting the quantity of employment opportunities in rural areas, 

1 Urban Migration is the movement of people from rural areas to cities or towns led by various reasons. 
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https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/en/publications/all/unpaid-care-eu
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/11/25/glocal-opportunities-for-young-people-in-rural-and-remote-areas-council-approves-conclusions/
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/rural-innovation-pathways_c86de0f4-en/full-report/why-innovation-matters-for-rural-regions-and-the-barriers-to-making-it-happen_a05252bb.html
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/practice-abstracts/limited-public-transport-rural-areas-affects-access-and-inclusion_en
https://pngnri.org/index.php/blog/432-rural-urban-migration-why-do-they-migrate#:~:text=Absence%20of%20income%2Dearning%20opportunities,in%20rural%20environments%20are%20tough
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/reinforcing-rural-resilience_7cd485e3-en/full-report/policy-solutions-for-rural-regions_f26f4044.html
https://www.mdpi.com/2218-6581/13/2/33
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/urban-migration


 

● Limited access to quality education, combined with limited technological education tools 
in rural areas, leads to educational migration2 to urban centres for academic opportunities, 

● Many educational support policies are created in consideration for urban areas and fail to 
meet the educational needs of rural youth; 

 
by 

9) Urging  the Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development (DG AGRI) to fund 
local municipalities to finance rural childcare, elderly care, and basic support services, 
reducing the unpaid care burden on women in rural areas; 

10) Inviting the Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Support, and Culture (DG EAC), to 
define rural youth as a priority group in Erasmus+ calls, ensuring easier access to 
traineeships and short-term mobility programmes; 

11) Encouraging Member States to promote rural-native companies via financial incentives to 
initiate rural innovation hubs and university-industry partnerships, providing more 
opportunities for rural youth; 

12) Calling upon Member States to enhance rural social services3 and raise local awareness 
through community initiatives, town meetings, and telemedicine to improve the quality of 
life in rural areas; 

13) Encouraging local municipalities  to cooperate with CoMeCT to start fundraising campaigns 
and get help from local internet services to provide quality internet access for rural 
citizens; 

14) Urging Member States to adopt a tax policy reducing rates for new local businesses, shops, 
and entrepreneurial projects located in rural areas; 

15) Inviting Ministries of Education to increase access to quality education in rural areas 
through the development of mobile micro-campus buses; 

16) Calling upon community-based non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to evaluate 
existing policies' impact and share their ideas, creating advisory councils that include 
women representatives, and regional councils to reform inclusive support policies. 

3Social services are healthcare, transportation, education, housing, sanitation, and welfare services provided by the 
government or organizations to improve peopleʼs quality of life. 

2 Educational migration is the movement of people from one place to another for the purpose of studying or getting 
education. 
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https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/106317733/Rural-youth-study.pdf/1fde9ee6-48ce-a2f7-2985-124b44ae46e7?t=1632419466000&
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-995X/2/3/30
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-995X/2/3/30
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-995X/2/3/30
https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/agriculture-and-rural-development_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/education-youth-sport-and-culture_en
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/
https://comectproject.org/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/social-service
https://www.wisdomlib.org/concept/educational-migration


 

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON 
ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE AND FOOD SAFETY (ENVI) 

 
The glass is half empty: Water scarcity is now an EU-wide concern to health and 

economic stability, extending beyond southern Europe, expected to incline the frequency 
with climate change and drought outcomes. Water scarcity affected 28% of the EU 

territory and 32% of the EU population in 2023. How should the EU redesign 
water-allocation rules and drought planning, and demand reduction priorities in regions 

most exposed to water scarcity? 

 
Submitted by:  Pervin Duru AYDOĞAN (TR), Elif AYDOĞDU (TR), Altuğ BÜYÜKKAYIKÇI (TR), Ece ÇAM 

(TR), Ahmet Gökalp DEMİREZEN (TR), Egemen ŞAHİN (TR), Nisa ŞAHİN (TR), Aliena 
SARANTOPOULOS (TR), Alp Kutay ŞEKER (TR), Zeynep SOLMAZ (TR),  

Joanna GEORGIEVA (Chairperson, BG) 
 
The European Youth Parliament aims to strengthen water security and sustainable 
water use by advocating for coordinated action between local authorities and 
European institutions, while supporting water adaptation strategies. Additionally, it 
fosters the adoption of innovative water reuse technologies while encouraging 
national integration of monitoring systems that ensure the efficient management of 
water resources, 
 
because 

● 30% of the European population lives in areas with a constantly low water availability, 
● Around 23% of treated water is lost due to leaks in the EUʼs distribution systems, 
● Public and private awareness of the potential benefits of water reuse is limited across 

Europe, 
● The EUʼs Water Reuse Regulation4 for the safe reuse of urban wastewater is mainly focused 

on agricultural irrigation, excluding other key sectors such as industry, tourism, and 
energy, 

● Member States face major challenges in systematically applying the water footprint 
approach5 to manage their water resources effectively, 

● Some Member States have been slow to fully implement the Water Reuse Regulation, as 
water resources are tightly linked to their geographical and climatic conditions, 

● Sea-level rise is expected to increase the extent of groundwater salinisation, reducing 
freshwater availability for coastal areas; 

 

5  Water footprint approach is a method to measure and assess the total volume of freshwater used directly and 
indirectly to produce goods and services. 

4 Water Reuse Regulation is an EU legislative act that establishes minimum requirements for the safe reuse of urban 
wastewater in agricultural irrigation systems. 
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/use-of-freshwater-resources-in-europe-1
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/water/water-wise-eu/poorly-managed-water_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/water/water-reuse_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/water/water-reuse_en
https://water.europa.eu/freshwater/freshwater/europe-freshwater/water-reuse?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://water.europa.eu/freshwater/freshwater/europe-freshwater/water-reuse?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ecologic.eu/sites/default/files/publication/2025/70603-Implementation-Water-Balances-in-the-eu.pdf
https://www.ecologic.eu/sites/default/files/publication/2025/70603-Implementation-Water-Balances-in-the-eu.pdf
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/water/water-reuse_en
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1462901111000219
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1462901111000219
https://www.waterfootprint.org/water-footprint-2/what-is-water-footprint-assessment/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R0741&from=EN


 

by 

1) Encouraging the Directorate-General on Climate Action (DG CLIMA) to fund and establish 
climate forecasting systems that are able to predict and adapt to seasonal water scarcity; 

2) Suggesting that Member Statesʼ competent authorities install pressure sensors within 
water pipeline systems to detect leaks and improve pressure management; 

3) Encouraging the Directorate-General for Environment (DG ENV) to foster the organisation 
of workshops and seminars explaining the environmental importance of water reuse and 
its advantages for sustainable water management; 

4) Suggesting that the European Environment Agency (EEA) initiate a programme to provide 
Member States with annual reports on water demand throughout European regions; 

5) Asking Member States to appropriately address shortcomings discovered by the EEAʼs 
report; 

6) Urging the European Environment Agency (EEA) to support Member States in 
strengthening data collection and resource management technologies by advising on 
improved monitoring systems and the integration of data-driven insights into national 
water policies; 

7) Encouraging Member States to develop regional water management plans that account for 
local water availability; 

8) Calling upon the European Investment Bank (EIB) to fund water security projects that 
apply effective groundwater filtration strategies, restoring freshwater quality in coastal 
regions. 
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https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/climate-action_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/environment_en
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en
https://www.eib.org/en


 

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON 
INDUSTRY, RESEARCH, AND ENERGY (ITRE) 

 
No IPad Kids?: Digitalisation is a key driver for improving access to services, education, 

and economic opportunities in rural regions. However, around 40% of rural households in 
the EU still lack access to fast broadband, compared to less than 10% in urban areas. How 

can the EU close the digital divide while ensuring digital transformation benefits rural 
communities equally? 

 
Submitted by: Zeynep Feryal ALTINÖZ (TR), Gülcan AYYILDIZ (TR), Serin Hayal BEKİŞ (TR), İnci Melis 

BOZKURT (TR), Nar CÖMERT (TR), Nehir DENİZ (TR), Deniz ÖCALAN (TR), Aslıhan SAĞLAM (TR), Cevşen 
SARAL (TR), Hanife Şevval SERÇE (TR), Ece Nur YİĞİT (TR),  

Vanessa TODOROVA (Chairperson,BG) 
 
The European Youth Parliament aims to promote digital inclusion and address the 
digital divide between urban and rural areas within the EU. In order to achieve this, it 
strives to strengthen digital infrastructure and skills, ensure affordable internet 
access for all citizens, and support coordinated EU action to reduce social and 
economic inequalities caused by digital exclusion, 
 
because 

● Limited internet access and weak infrastructure lead to digital exclusion in rural areas,  
● The rapid digitalisation of urban areas leads to an inadequacy of sufficient employment 

opportunities, 
● With subscription costs for basic internet necessities rising, low-income families are 

struggling to balance internet access with essential needs such as food and healthcare, 
● Many residents in remote rural regions have limited education and insufficient digital skills, 

resulting in reduced access to information on digital citizenship, fear of cybercrime, a lack 
of literary resources, and an inability to utilise online services, 

● The concentration of corporate digital investment in urban areas, alongside the lack of 
such investment in rural areas, leads to the migration of young and skilled individuals, 
further weakening digital capacity in rural regions, 

● Rural communities often have limited access to news, healthcare, and education, resulting 
in slower progress and increased inequality; 
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https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/access-essential-services-key-challenges-most-vulnerable-report-2023-06-28_en
https://assets.eurofound.europa.eu/f/279033/5f1562a033/ef22024en.pdf
https://assets.eurofound.europa.eu/f/279033/5f1562a033/ef22024en.pdf
https://www.goodthingsfoundation.org/policy-and-research/research-and-evidence/research-2024/internet-is-essential-utility-and-human-right
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/press-releases/digital-plus-digital-age-digital-skills-are-not-enough
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=INFORMA_test&oldid=648006#:~:text=In%25202023,%2520the%2520share%2520of,or%2520in%2520cities%2520(94.9%25).
https://education.ec.europa.eu/focus-topics/digital-education/action-plan
https://education.ec.europa.eu/focus-topics/digital-education/action-plan
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/698027/EPRS_BRI(2021)698027_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/w/ddn-20241122-1
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12646093/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Urban-rural_Europe_-_education_and_training#Adult_participation_in_education_and_training


 

by 

1) Encouraging the European Innovation Council (EIC) to invest in innovation programmes 
that improve access to education, healthcare, and connectivity in rural areas; 

2) Urging the Directorate-General for Communications Networks, Content and Technology 
(DG Connect) to grant financial support for rural areas to prevent digital exclusion;  

3) Calling upon local municipalities in collaboration with the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) to establish remote work hubs6 in rural areas to promote 
regional development; 

4) Advising the Directorate-General for Digital Services (DIGIT) to implement monetary 
incentives to improve digital infrastructure services in rural areas;   

5) Recommending that the European Network for Rural Development (ENRD), in 
collaboration with Member States, create Mobile Digital Access Hubs7 that expand rural 
internet access, provide communities with digital equipment, and offer free digital skills 
training;  

6) Encouraging Member States to provide tax incentives for companies investing in the 
technological sector of rural areas to reduce regional neglect; 

7) Calling upon National Ministries of Education to integrate digital skills and IT lessons into 
school curricula, encourage students to teach elderly family members basic technology 
use, and promote intergenerational digital inclusion; 

8) Proposing that the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF Digital) support the deployment of 5G 
networks in rural and remote regions to improve digital connectivity and economic 
opportunities. 

7 Mobile Digital Access Hubs are mobile units, such as buses or vans equipped with computers and internet access, that 
travel to underserved areas to provide people with digital resources, training, and online connectivity. 

6 Remote work hubs are shared workspaces with internet and office facilities where people can work remotely instead 
of going to a central office. 
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https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/communications-networks-content-and-technology_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/erdf_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/digital-services_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/organisation/enrd-european-network-rural-development_en
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/activities/cef-digital
https://www.ymcaeurope.com/digital-equity/?utm_source
https://www.virtualstaff.ph/blog/what-is-a-remote-work-hub


 

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE (INTA) 

 
Baby Steps: The EUʼs reliance on external actors for energy, food inputs, and raw materials 
has raised concerns about economic and strategic vulnerability. Currently, the EU imports 
over 60% of its energy and remains dependent on a small number of suppliers for critical 

raw materials. How can the EU reduce strategic dependencies while maintaining open 
markets and rural economic stability? 

 
Submitted by:  Özer Özkan ARCAN (TR), Naz BAYRAMOĞLU (TR), Doruk GÖKÇE (TR), Elvin GÜVEN 

(TR), Naz KÜÇÜK (TR), Emir Louis ÖZATİK (TR), Işınsu TINGIR (TR), Ahmet Evren YÜCEL (TR), 
Nehir ÇOLAKOĞLU (Chairperson, TR) 

 
The European Youth Parliament aims to empower the economic independence of its 
Member States in international open markets, primarily by decreasing the strategic 
dependencies that hinder its open markets and rural economic stability. It 
endeavours to improve the trade balance of the EU through the domestication of 
energy, food inputs, and raw materials, 
 
because 

● Due to the EUʼs reliance on external energy suppliers, following the Covid-19 pandemic and 
Russiaʼs Invasion of Ukraine, in 2022, European energy imports reached their the highest 
level since 1990, 

● The InvestEU programme is not sufficiently funded by the European Commission, which 
hinders the EUʼs aim to fund the green energy transition, thereby reducing the reliance on 
external actors for energy, 

● The EUʼs dependence on imported raw materials and insufficient domestic production of 
raw materials make it susceptible to external economic coercion, 

● Green energy accessibility is not optimised due to its dependence on external factors such 
as differing levels of technological development, access to human labour, and varying 
affordability of raw materials amongst Member States, which makes rural economies more 
reliant on imported energy supplies, 

● Protectionist laws aimed at safeguarding the EUʼs economic stability were introduced in 
response to the global financial crisis, as disruptions to market freedom and rural 
economic stability contributed to higher prices for imported goods and reduced their 
circulation within the EU market, 

● Although the EU enacted policies to increase agricultural independence, notably the 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), it remains dependent on imports for materials such as 
iron, copper, and other ores; 
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https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/germany-eu-remain-heavily-dependent-imported-fossil-fuels
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/germany-eu-remain-heavily-dependent-imported-fossil-fuels
https://investeu.europa.eu/index_en
https://fasi.eu/en/articles/comments-and-research/25602-investeu-many-tools-but-little-money-green-transition-in-danger.html
https://www.e3g.org/publications/investeu-to-catalyse-european-sustainable-economy-only-if-eu-policymakers-s/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2024/747273/IPOL_ATA(2024)747273_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2024/747273/IPOL_ATA(2024)747273_EN.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360544225009922
https://build-up.ec.europa.eu/en/resources-and-tools/articles/co-creation-rural-energy-poverty-alleviation
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/10/23/trade-council-adopts-a-regulation-to-protect-the-eu-from-third-country-economic-coercion/
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/economic-bulletin/articles/2019/html/ecb.ebart201903_01~e589a502e5.en.html
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/economic-bulletin/articles/2019/html/ecb.ebart201903_01~e589a502e5.en.html
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/cap-glance_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2024/747273/IPOL_ATA%282024%29747273_EN.pdf?


 

by 

1) Calling upon to strengthen the coordination of the EU Agency for the Cooperation of 
Energy Regulators (ACER) EU's strategic energy reserves; 

2) Encouraging the Directorate-General for Economic and Financial Affairs (DG ECFIN) to 
increase funding for InvestEU in order to expand its scope and increase its areas of 
functions into issues such as energy efficiency, the open market, and rural areas; 

3) Encouraging the Directorate-General for International Partnerships (DG INTPA) to forge 
diverse trading partnerships to reduce dependence on external actors; 

4) Calling upon the European Investment Bank (EIB) to invest in nuclear energy and smart 
cross-border grids to connect Member States through shared energy resources, and reduce 
dependency on external actors; 

5) Calling upon the Directorate-General on Trade and Economic Security (DG TRADE) to 
gradually reduce protectionist measures introduced on security grounds; 

6) Calling upon the Directorate-General on Agriculture and Rural Development (DG AGRI) to 
invest in precision agriculture and replace harmful fertilisers with others such as 
bio-fertilisers, organic fertilisers, microbial soil enhancers, with the contributions of the 
Agroecology for Europe (AE4EU), increasing its production efficiency. 

10 

https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/institutions-and-bodies/search-all-eu-institutions-and-bodies/agency-cooperation-energy-regulators-acer_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/economic-and-financial-affairs_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/international-partnerships_en
https://www.eib.org/en/index
https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/trade-and-economic-security_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/agriculture-and-rural-development_en
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
ON THE HOUSING CRISIS IN THE EUROPEAN UNION 

(HOUS) 
 
Nice View, No Neighbours: In many rural and peripheral regions, increased second-home 

ownership and investment-driven demand have reduced the availability of affordable 
housing for local residents. As housing prices rise faster than wages, communities face 

labour shortages, reduced services, and weakened local economies. Against this backdrop, 
how can the EU assist rural areas in balancing housing markets and promoting economic 

sustainability while safeguarding market freedoms and property rights? 

 
 

Submitted by:  Zeynep Eylül BAL (TR), Bilge Zeynep ÇALHAN (TR), Duru ÇELİK (TR), Efe Kaan KANTAR 
(TR), Can ÖZÇINAR (TR), Meryem ÖZGEN (TR), Ada SARNIÇ (TR),  Neva UÇAR (TR), Ayşe Rana USTA (TR), 

Demir ŞAKAR (Chairperson, TR)    
 
The European Youth Parliament aims to support social housing and introduce regulatory 
incentives in order to combat the ongoing housing crisis, promote socio-economic balance, 
housing affordability, healthy relationships between locals and tourists, and mental 
well-being in rural regions, especially those that are negatively affected by gentrification8, 
 
because 

● In the first quarter of 2025, house prices and rents rose significantly compared to 2024, 
● In 2024, 6.39% of households in EU rural areas spent more than 40% of their disposable 

income on housing, 
● In EU regions that have high demand for both tourism and houses, for every 100 additional 

short-term rentals (STRs) or vacancy listings, local rents rise by nearly 2%, 
● 33% of Europeans live in homes with more space than what is considered satisfactory, 
● The changing socio-economic structure and the increase in second-home ownership 

create a degrading impact on the localsʼ perspectives of tourists, 
● Residents of gentrified neighbourhoods show a 1.4% rise in psychological distress, which 

further leads to feelings of alienation among locals; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 Gentrification is the process of socio-economic change within neighbourhoods driven by incoming higher-income 
residents. 

11 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/w/ddn-20250704-4
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/topics/en/article/20241014STO24542/the-housing-crisis-in-europe-key-facts-and-eu-action-infographics%20(edited)
https://cayruachaves.github.io/publication/working-paper-2/working-paper-2.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/topics/en/article/20241014STO24542/the-housing-crisis-in-europe-key-facts-and-eu-action-infographics%C2%A0(edited)
https://rotajournal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/94-113-yilmazer-vd..pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7240775/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/gentrification


 

 
by 

1) Asking the European Investment Bank (EIB) to direct funds toward the Pan-European 
Housing Investment Platform9 and working with national ministries of finance to make the 
practices described in it as widely spread as possible; 

2) Requesting Member States to provide tax credits for households that spend more than 40% 
of their income on accommodation; 

3) Calling upon the European Commission to reallocate more funds from the European Social 
Fund Plus (ESF+) to social housing support to reinforce the European Affordable Housing 
plan; 

4) Recommending that the Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO) 
collaborate with Member States to stabilise rent prices, particularly in gentrified zones, 
through:   

a) the establishment of higher taxes for vacant houses and STR owners,  
b) allowing owners to only turn their residences into vacant houses if they have a 

special permit issued by the competent municipality; 
5) Encouraging Member States to enact specified national laws limiting habitation sizes, 

allowing for more housing to be constructed to promote affordability; 
6) Inviting Member Statesʼ municipalities to involve local residents in decisions regarding 

tourism and second-home ownership by creating advisory councils that include residents; 
7) Urging the Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE) to improve the 

collective mental health in regions affected by gentrification through the establishment of 
social support programmes aimed at distressed locals. 

9 The Pan-European Investment Platform for Affordable and Sustainable Housing is a new initiative being developed 
by the European Commission and the European Investment Bank (EIB) Group with the aim of addressing Europeʼs 
housing investment gap by connecting public authorities, private investors, and financial institutions across the EU. 
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